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Chris Shiflett and Band to
Headline Fireworks Concert

C

By SUE PASCOE
Staff Writer
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
hris Shiflett is famous as the lead
guitarist in the Foo Fighters rock
band, which has been nominated
25 times for a Grammy (winning 11
times, including Best Rock Album in
2001, 2004, 2008 and 2013).
Here are five things you may not
know about Shiflett: 1.) He also plays
with a rockabilly, honky-tonk band, The
Dead Peasants; 2.) The band is about to
release its first album, “All Hat and No
Cattle”; 3.) Shiflett lives with his wife
and three boys in Pacific Palisades; 4.)
He’s a genuinely nice, down-to-earth
guy with bright blue eyes and a deep
lovely voice; and 5.) He has agreed to
headline the Palisades Rocks the Fourth
concert on July 4.
After playing sold-out stadiums with
the Foo Fighters since 1999, Shiflett
explained why he agreed to perform for
a family-friendly concert at the Palisades
High stadium, prior to the traditional
fireworks show.
“I’m usually on tour around the
Fourth of July,” he said. “But last year I
took my kids down to PaliHi and saw
The English Beat. We had a blast so I
was totally up for it when they
approached me about playing this year.”
The timing was also right. “Foo Fighters are gonna be off the road for a while
and probably won’t start working on a
new album until the beginning of next
year,” said Shiflett, who had just come
off a tour with that group promoting
their album “Wasting Light.” Dead Peasants, which was formed in 2010, played
the Stagecoach Festival in Indio in April,
and is compiling gigs for the July 30
release of its second album.
A friend of the family told concert
organizer Keith Turner about Shiflett
and he immediately contacted the rock
star.
“Pacific Palisades is like a teeny Santa
Barbara tucked away in a corner of Los
Angeles,” Shiflett said. “There’s a sense
of community here that you don’t get in
other parts of Los Angeles. This is the
only place I’ve ever lived in LA where
we know most of our neighbors.”
A Palisades resident since 2002, Shiflett grew up in Santa Barbara, the third
of three boys. His father was a sociology
professor, who exposed his sons to the

Left to right, The Dead Peasants—Eff Gross (bass), Mitch Marine (drums), Palisadian Chris Shiflett, Derek Silverman
(keyboards) and Luke Tierney (guitar)—will headline the pre-fireworks concert on July 4 in the Palisades High stadium.
music of the Beatles and Rolling Stones.
“My two older brothers play guitar
and they were the biggest musical influence in my life,” said Shiflett, who
started playing guitar as an 11-year-old.
“All we cared about when we were kids
was music and I wanted to be like them.”
His oldest brother Mike still teaches
guitar at Jensen Guitar and Music in
Santa Barbara, the school where Shiflett
learned to play, and his middle brother
Scott plays with the punk rock band Face
to Face.
Shiflett was asked if it wasn’t a bit
schizophrenic to go from rock-and-roll
to country.
“You can draw a straight line from
Hank Williams to The Clash,” he said.
“The two genres are closely related.

George Jones and Buck Owens early
recordings were practically rockabilly,
and I’ve always had an ear for twangy
American music.
“Hank Williams is the perfect prerock and roll rebel archetype,” Shiflett
added. “He had all the talent in the
world, but couldn’t get out of his own
way.”
Shiflett has spent hours investigating
and playing honky tonk from the ‘50s,
‘60s and ‘70s. “We dug into back catalogs of people’s work. I wanted to get
my head around this kind of music, so I
could make it natural to me.”
One reviewer described Shiflett’s new
direction: “This highlights Chris’s versatility and skill not only as a guitarist—
showcasing his deft playing in an

Photo: Dead Peasant pedal steel player Marty Rifkin.

entirely new light—but also as a songwriter: the songs are some of the best,
most realized that he’s written.”
Shiflett is more tongue in cheek as he
describes the upcoming Fourth of July
concert. “It’s old-school honky tonk,
played by people who grew up listening
to Kiss and the Stones,” he said. “We
have so much fun playing these tunes.”
He invites everyone to come listen.
“There’s something about these songs
that makes you want to dance and puts
you in a good mood.”
For tickets ($5), visit: palisadiesrocksthefourth.org. To be a sponsor or volunteer,
contact Keith Turner at kjt@turnerlawapc.com or call (310) 454-6190; or Rob
Weber at Robert.Weber@dlapiper.com or
call (310) 595-3009.

